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2. EU enlargement as a strategic priority for Europe’s future

Today’s security environment demonstrates that Europe’s challenges are increasingly
interconnected. Geopolitical competition, regional instability, hybrid threats and global
uncertainty underline the importance of a stronger, more united and resilient European Union.

Therefore, EU enlargement should be viewed as a strategic process that extends the area of peace,
democracy and prosperity. A credible and effective enlargement policy strengthens Europe’s
influence, reinforces democratic institutions and contributes to long-term stability across the
continent.

For the Western Balkans and all candidate countries, European integration remains the most
powerful framework for sustainable reforms, reconciliation and regional cooperation. Progress
toward membership represents not only a national aspiration, but a shared European interest.

3. The historical dimension of Albania’s European integration and the embrace of
fundamental European principles

Albania’s European integration is the result of a long historical process, marked by several
political, economic and social challenges. During this journey, the country has revealed its
consistent willingness to align itself with the fundamental values and principles upon which the EU
is founded: democracy, the rule of law, respect for human rights and free market economy.

Albania’s European choice has been clear from the moment the Albanian people were able to
freely determine their strategic orientation. This orientation represents not just a political
aspiration, but a comprehensive, tangible and enduring commitment to the European Union’s core
values and principles. It enjoys broad political and public support to become an active and
contributing part of the European project.

4. Reforms and the framework of Albania-European Union relations

The European integration process has required and continues to require profound reforms in all
sectors of state governance. These reforms have been reflected in and assessed through the
principal instruments of cooperation between Albania and the European Union, including the 1992
Preferential Agreement, the Stabilization and Association Agreement, visa liberalisation for the
Schengen area and the granting of the candidate country status.

The opening of accession negotiations for all the negotiating clusters marked a historic milestone
in this process and provided clear evidence of Albania’s readiness to undertake serious and long-
term reforms, 1n line with the Copenhagen Criteria. The screening process, as the first step in
accession negotiations, was successfully completed in November 2023, demonstrating the
capacity of Albania’s public administration. This process paved the way for the opening of






best practices in the field of European integration, and reaffirm the role of parliaments in
safeguarding and promoting the fundamental principles and shared European values, to the
function of a credible, inclusive and sustainable enlargement process.

6. Objectives of the Conference

The Conference aims to:

« strengthen political and parliamentary dialogue on the future of EU enlargement;

e exchange experiences and best practices among European affairs committees;

o discuss the strategic importance of integrating the Western Balkans and EU candidate
countries into the European Union;

« highlight Albania’s progress and path to the European integration process;

o reaffirm the role of parliaments in advancing reforms, democratic resilience and European
unity.

7. Participants

e Representatives of parliaments (Low Chambers and Senates) of EU member countries (6
representatives from “bicameral” parliaments and 3 representatives from “unicameral”
parliaments, for every member country) members of Committees on European/Foreign
Affairs,

* Representatives of the parliaments of Western Balkans countries,

e Representatives of the parliaments of EU candidate countries, Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia,
Turkiye,

e Representatives of European institutions,

e Representatives of diplomatic corps of the countries participating in the conference.

8. Conclusion

The Conference will provide an opportunity to reaffirm a shared commitment to a stronger, more
united and more resilient Europe.

[t will highlight that EU enlargement 1s a process of institutional accession- based on the criteria,
reforms and merit- but also a strategic project for Europe’s future, in strengthening peace, stability,
democratic values and cooperation across the continent.

Through this Conference, the Parliament of Albania aims to contribute to a forward-looking
regional and European dialogue and demonstrate Albania’s commitment and readiness to become
an active and responsible member of the European family.












